US Bankruptcy Court
Middle District of Pennsylvania

Changes and How to Stay Informed
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e Chris Gambini, Case Administrator



“Change is the only constant in life.”
-- Heraclitus, Greek philosopher

There are many sources of information available
for us to keep up to date.

— Traditional Sources
* Conferences
* Networking with Peers

— Electronic Sources

 Forums/Listservs
e Websites
e RSS Feeds




Topics for Discussion:

How to stay informed of national rule and form changes.
— Changes effective December 1, 2015

Changes that will be coming from the Clerk’s Office.
— Debtor Electronic Bankruptcy Noticing (DeBN)

— Text docket entries

How to make sense of changes made to the Court’s
website.

How to stay informed of local rule and form changes.



National Rule and Form Changes

Information about changes to the national rules and
forms is available on the U.S. Courts website.

wWww.uscourts.gov

Maintained by the Administrative Office of the U.S.
Courts on behalf of the Federal Judiciary.

It’s where Court staff go to stay informed.



Email Updates




Example of an Email Update from 04/27/2015
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3 Bankruptcy filings for the 12-month period ending March 31, 2015, fell 12 percent when
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e these and the following bankruptcy statistics.

g Read the full story.
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RSS Feed
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This site is maintained by the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts on behalf of the Federal Judiciary. The purpose of this site is to provide information from and about
the Judicial Branch of the U.S. Government.
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Firefox and Safari have built in RSS readers.
Clicking on the RSS feed displays the news items.




Click “Open Judiciary News” to get a list or go directly to a headline.
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. Judiciary Asks Congress to Invest in Improved Court Operati...
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Former Rep. Kastenmeier Leaves Lasting Impact on Federal ...

Redesign Sav How to Clear a Room: Bankruptcy Court Reduces Rent and ...

Far nearly 20 years, the federal courthouse in Greenbelt, Maryland, has been overcrowded. In 1996, court officials requested an expansion, and
Congress eventually authorized $10 million to design a large annex building.

Who's Taking Care of the Jurors? Helping Jurors After Traumatic Trials

Jurors may spend weeks hearing disturbing testimony and viewing graphic evidence. Unable to talk with friends or family about the case, some jurors
may experience what health care professionals call secondary trauma. Federal court judges are doing what they can to help jurors, even after the trial
is over.

Judge Recalls 1985 Case That Still Shapes Students’ Rights

Thirty years after the Supreme Court's landmark Fourth Amendment decision in Mew Jersey v. T.L.O,, the public defender who represented the teen in
the case explains how it still applies to students and school officials today.

New uscourts.gov Launched

The federal Judiciary's website, uscourts.gov, has a fresh look, improved functionality, and webpages that adjust automatically for optimal use on all
sizes and types of devices.

On Topic: Judge Burns Recalls Pioneering Career

LLS. District Judge Ellen Bree Burns, the longest-serving woman judge on the federal bench until she recently retired after 37 years, discusses her
career in a newly released installment of "On Topic,” a U.5. Courts interview program

March 2015 Bankruptcy Filings Down 12 Percent

Bankruptcy filings for the 12-month period ending March 31, 2015, fell 12 percent when compared to bankruptcy filings for the 12-month period
ending March 31, 2014, according to statistics released today by the Administrative Office of the U.5. Courts.




Rules & Policies




Proposed Amendments Published for Public Comment




PDF — Preliminary Draft of Proposed Amendments




Pending Rule Amendments




PDF — Materials Transmitted to Congress

Rule 1007(a)(1)
and (2)

Schedules D, E,
F, G, and H will
become
Official Forms
106 D, E/F, G
and H




Official Form Changes

e Official Forms are being modernized and
renumbered.

12/01/2014
Official Forms 22A-1;
22A-1 Supp; 22A-2;
22C-1; and 22C-2 were

implemented to replace
Official Forms 22A and 22C.




Official Form Changes

v Clarify the forms and instructions to improve
the collection of necessary information.

v'Increase the completeness and accuracy of
responses to reduce errors.

v’ Create separate form packages for individual
and business debtors.

v'Streamline the look and feel of the forms,
making them easier to read.



Official Form Changes

v’ Use conversational language

Joint Debtor Your spouse if your spouse is filing
Nature of Debt The kind of debt you have

v’ Define technical terms if they must be used
Example (Statement of Financial Affairs)

Include revenue regardless of whether that revenue
is taxable. Non-business income may include
interest, dividends, money collected from lawsuits,
and royalties.



Official Form Changes

v Give people information they need where
they need it



Official Form Changes
v’ Simplify the task of giving information

|, [the president or other officer or an authorized agent of the corporation] [or a member or an
authorized agent of the partnership] named as the debtor in this case, declare under penalty of
perjury that | have read the foregoing [/ist or schedule or amendment or other document

(describe)] and that it is true and correct to the best of my information and belief.




Changes coming from the Clerk’s Office

* Debtor Electronic Bankruptcy Noticing (DeBN)

— Court notices and orders served by BNC sent to
debtor via email

— Interested debtors and/or joint debtors must
complete and submit a form to the Clerk’s Office

 Available Monday, June 15, 2015



Changes coming from the Clerk’s Office

A Certificate of Service was not filed with the court for the document at docket entry
#56. Failure to file a Certificate of Service on or before the date of the Confirmation
Hearing will result in the denial of the Third Amended Ch. 13 Plan, without prejudice,
and without further notice. IT 1S SO ORDERED on 6/5/2015. /s/John J. Thomas (There
is no image or paper document associated with this entry.) (RE: related
document(s)[56]). (Sisk, Cathy)

* Text Order docket entries
— Order re: Certificate of Service
— Order Directing Party to Serve Notice
— Order re: Failure to Indicate Notice was Provided




Changes coming from the Clerk’s Office

e E-Filing of documents without an ECF login
— Proof of Claims (creditor provides B10) (eClaims)
— Reaffirmation Agreements (eREAF)
— Request for Notices (eRQN)

e Available Fall, 2015



Changes made to the Court’s Website
* RSS Feed is available.

e “News & Announcements” section documents
noteworthy information for our customers.

— Local Rule and Form Changes

— Unavailability of CM/ECF or PACER.

— Filing Instruction Changes

— NEW Filing Programs (ex. ePOC, DeBN)

e “News & Announcements” pertaining to
operational processes are cross posted on the
MDBBA Listserv.



RSS Feed

RSS symbol
at bottom of
home page



Click “Subscribe Now” to start RSS feeds for US Bankruptcy Court’s website.
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Website Changes -- Filing Instructions & Guide to Docketing (05/06/2015)
Wednesday, May 06, 2015 1:16 PM

On 05/06/15 the Court posted a revised Guide to Docketing and 1 NEW filing instruction.

Changes posted Wednesday, May 6, 2015:

* Filing Instructions: The Court has added the following filing instructions to the "Motions and Applications..." filing instruction page. Filing
instructions can be found on our website by clicking the "Filing Instructions” button in the center of the Home page. They are also available

here.

=

E

1. Motions and Applications... = Transfer Cases

¢ Guide to Docket Events and Noticing Procedures: The Court has also posted a revised guide that can be used as a quick desk reference
for filing pleadings. This can be found on our website by clicking the "Guide to Docketing & Noticing” button in the center of our Home
page. It is also available here.

As the court continues to review its current procedures and ECF events, e-filers are encouraged to visit the court's website (www.pamb.uscourts.gov)
to stay informed of the changes. Should you have any questions regarding any of the new procedures or new functionality in CM/ECF you can
contact us by e-mail at pambecf helpdesk@pamb.uscourts.gov or by telephone at 717-901-2812 (Harrisburg) or 570-831-2530 (Wilkes-Barre).

CM/ECF System and PACER Unavailable -- Friday, May 1, 2015 at 8 PM until Monday, May 4, 2015 at 8 AM




Firefox and Safari have built in RSS readers.
Clicking on the RSS feed displays the news items.




News & Announcements —
Website Changes to Filing Instructions

Website Changes -- Filing Instructions & Guide
to Docketing (05/06/2015)

Wednesday, May 6, 2015
On 05/06/15 the Court posted a revised Guide to Docketing and 1 MEW filing instruction.

» Filing Instructions: The Court has added the following filing instructions to the "Motions and Applications..."
F|||ng Instructions and filing instruction page. Filing instructions can be found on our website by clicking the "Filing Instructions” button
in the center of the Home page. They are also available here.

summary of what was
MEWY

cha nng 9 1. Mations and Applications... = Transfer Cases

Guide to Docket s Guide to Docket Events and Noticing Procedures: The Court has also posted a revised guide that can be
used as a quick desk reference for filing pleadings. This can be found on our website by clicking the "Guide to
Events 9 Docketing & Moticing” button in the center of our Home page. It is also available here.

As the court continues to review its current procedures and ECF events, e-filers are encouraged to visit the court's
website (www.pamb.uscourts.gov) to stay informed of the changes. Should you have any questions regarding any of

the new procedures or new functionality in CM/ECF you can contact us by e-mail at

[ (Wilkes-



MDBBA Listserv

From: “susan_frisch@pamb.uscourts.gov [MODEBBALIstSerd” <MDBEBAListSernv@yahoogroups.com=

To: MDEBAListSernv@yahoogroups.com

Diate: 05/06/2015 01:25 PM

Subject: [MDEBEBAListSer] USBC-PA-Middle - Website Chanages - Filing Instructions & Guide to Docketing (05/06/20715)
Sent by: MDEBBAListSernviE@yahoogroups.com

U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania
IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING WEBSITE CHANGES:

Changes posted Wednesday, May 6, 2015:

® Filing Instructions: The Court has added the filing instruction to the "Motions and Applications..." filing instruction
page. Filing instructions can be found on our website by clicking the "Filing Instructions" button in the center ofthe

Home page. They are also available at hitp:/www.pamb.uscourts. gov/content/filing-instructions.

NEW
1. Motions and Applications. . . > Transfer Case - hitp:/fwww.pamb.uscourts.gov/contentitransfer-case

& Guide to Docket Events and Noticing Procedures: The Court has also posted a revised guide thatcan be
used as a quick desk reference for filing pleadings. This can be found on ocurwebsite by clicking the "Guide to
Docketing & Moticing” button in the center of our Home page. Itis also available at

hitp:/fwww. pamb.uscourts. gov/content/guide-docketing-and-noticing.

As the court continues to review its current procedures and ECF events, e-filers are encouraged to visitthe court's website |
www.pamb.uscourts.gov) to stay informed of the changes. Should you have any questions regarding any of the new

procedures or new function
telephone at 717-9071-2812
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